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CONFIDENTIAL BERLIN 05329 

E.O.l 1652: GDS 
TAGS: PEPR, SOPN, GE 

SUBJECT: GDR PRESS TREATMENT OF DEATH OF THE POPE 
REFS: (A) BERLIN 5146, (B) STATE 205941 (NOTAL) 

1 . THE EAST GERMAN PRESS REPORTS THAT THE GDR 
WAS REPRESENTED AT POPE PAUL’S FUNERAL BY GERALD 
GOETTING, DEPUTY CHAIRMAN, COUNCIL OF STATE, AND 
CHAIRMAN OF THE EAST GERMAN CDU. ALSO ATTENDING WERE 
HANS SEIGEWASSER, STATE SECRETARY FOR CHURCH AFFAIRS, 

AND KLAUS GYSI GDR AMBASSADOR TO ROME. GOETTING 
OFTEN OFFICIALLY REPRESENTS THE GDRIN CONTACTS 

WITH WESTERN POLITICAL LEADERS, PARTICULARLY THOSE WITH 
CHURCH TIES. 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 BERLIN 05329 160934Z 

2. CARDINAL BENGSCH HELD A PONTIFICAL MASS 
AUG. 11 AT ST. HED WIG'S CHURCH IN EAST BERLIN. THE 
CHURCH WAS FULL; THE REGIME WAS REPRESENTED AT THE 
MASS BY HERMANN KALB, DEPUTY STATE SECRETARY FOR 
CHURCH AFFAIRS, AND THERE WAS A BRIEF NOTICE OF THE 
MASS IN EAST BERLIN PAPERS, INCLUDING NEUES DEUTSCHLAND 
OF AUGUST 12/13. 
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3. GDR PRESS REACTION TO THE DEATH OF POPE PAUL 
WAS REPORTED REF A. THERE HAS BEEN NO OTHER 
SUBSTANTIVE TREATMENT OF THE DEATH OF THE POPE NOR 
ON ELECTIONS. WE WILL CONTINUE TO MONITOR PRESS AND 
OTHER REACTIONS. 

COMMENT: GOETTING MADE A SPECIAL POINT IN INFORMING THE 
AMBASSADOR DURING A SOCIAL FUNCTION AUGUST 15 THAT HE LED 
THE GDR DELEGATION TO THE POPE'S FUNERAL AND HAD THE 
PLEASURE OF GREETING MRS. CARTER. AMBASSADOR TOLD GOETTING 
THAT HONECKER'S DIALOGUE WITH THE CHURCH HAD BEEN OBSERVED 
IN THE U.S. WITH SATISFACTION; HE EXPRESSED THE HOPE THAT 
THE DIALOGUE WOULD CONTINUE WITH IMPROVED STATE-CHURCH 
RELATIONS IN THE GDR. BOLEN 
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